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C H A P T E R  1

Pope Francis’ speech at Malacañang 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I thank you, Mr President, for your kind welcome and for your words of  greet-
ing in the name of  the authorities and people of  the Philippines, and the distin-
guished members of  the Diplomatic Corps. I am most grateful for your invitation 
to visit the Philippines.

My visit is above all pastoral.
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It comes as the Church in this country is preparing to celebrate the fifth centen-
ary of  the first proclamation of  the Gospel of  Jesus Christ on these shores. The 
Christian message has had an immense influence on Filipino culture.

It is my hope that this important anniversary will point to its continuing fruitful-
ness and its  potential to inspire a society worthy of  the goodness, dignity and aspi-
rations of  the Filipino people.

In a particular way, this visit is meant to express my closeness to our brothers 
and sisters who endured the suffering, loss and devastation caused by Typhoon 
Yolanda.

Together with many people throughout the world, I have admired the heroic 
strength, faith and resilience demonstrated by so many Filipinos in the face of  this 
natural disaster, and so many others.

Those virtues, rooted not least in the hope and solidarity instilled by Christian 
faith, gave rise to an outpouring of  goodness and generosity, especially on the part 
of  so many of  the young. In that moment of  national crisis, countless people came 
to the aid of  their neighbors in need.

At great sacrifice, they gave of  their time and resources, creating networks of  
mutual help and working for the common good.

This example of  solidarity in the work of  rebuilding teaches us an important 
lesson. Like a family, every society draws on its deepest resources in order to face 
new challenges.
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Today the Philippines, together with many other countries in Asia, faces the 
challenge of  building on solid foundations a modern society – a society respectful 
of  authentic human values, protective of  our God-given human dignity and rights, 
and ready to confront new and complex political and ethical questions.

As many voices in your nation have pointed out, it is now, more than ever, nec-
essary that political leaders be outstanding for honesty, integrity and commitment 
to the common good. In this way they will help preserve the rich human and natu-
ral resources with which God has blessed this country.

Thus will they be able to marshall the moral resources needed to face the de-
mands of  the present, and to pass on to coming generations a society of  authentic 
justice, solidarity and peace.

 Essential to the attainment of  these national goals is the moral imperative of  
ensuring social justice and respect for human dignity. The great biblical tradition 
enjoins on all peoples the duty to hear the voice of  the poor.

It bids us break the bonds of  injustice and oppression which give rise to glaring, 
and indeed scandalous, social inequalities. Reforming the social structures which 
perpetuate poverty and the exclusion of  the poor first requires a conversion of  
mind and heart.

The Bishops of  the Philippines have asked that this year be set aside as the 
“Year of  the Poor.”

3



I hope that this prophetic summons will challenge everyone, at all levels of  soci-
ety, to reject every form of  corruption which diverts resources from the poor, and 
to make concerted efforts to ensure the inclusion of  every man and woman and 
child in the life of  the community.

 A fundamental role in the renewal of  society is played, of  course, by the family 
and especially by young people.

A highlight of  my visit will be my meetings with families and with young peo-
ple here in Manila.

Families have an indispensable mission in society. It is in the family that chil-
dren are trained in sound values, high ideals and genuine concern for others.

But like all God’s gifts, the family can also be disfigured and destroyed. It needs 
our support. We know how difficult it is for our democracies today to preserve and 
defend such basic human values as respect for the inviolable dignity of  each hu-
man person, respect for the rights of  conscience and religious freedom, and re-
spect for the inalienable right to life, beginning with that of  the unborn and ex-
tending to that of  the elderly and infirm.

For this reason, families and local communities must be encouraged and as-
sisted in their efforts to transmit to our young the values and the vision which can 
help bring about a culture of  integrity – one which honors goodness, truthfulness, 
fidelity and solidarity as the firm foundation and the moral glue which holds soci-
ety together.

 Mr President, distinguished authorities, dear friends:
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 As I begin my visit to this country, I cannot fail to mention the Philippines’ im-
portant role in fostering understanding and cooperation among the countries of  
Asia.

I would also mention the oft-neglected yet real contribution of  Filipinos of  the 
diaspora to the life and welfare of  the societies in which they live.

It is precisely in the light of  the rich cultural and religious heritage of  which 
your country is proud that I leave you with a challenge and a word of  prayerful en-
couragement.

May the deepest spiritual values of  the Filipino people continue to find expres-
sion in your efforts to provide your fellow citizens with an integral human develop-
ment.

In this way, each person will be able to fulfill his or her potential, and thus con-
tribute wisely and well to the future of  this country.

I am confident that the praiseworthy efforts to promote dialogue and coopera-
tion between the followers of  the different religions will prove fruitful in the pur-
suit of  this noble goal.

In a particular way, I express my trust that the progress made in bringing peace 
to the south of  the country will result in just solutions in accord with the nation’s 
founding principles and respectful of  the inalienable rights of  all, including the in-
digenous peoples and religious minorities.
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Upon all of  you, and upon all the men, women and children of  this beloved na-
tion, I cordially  invoke God’s abundant blessings.
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C H A P T E R  2

Pope Francis’ homily at the Manila 
Cathedral

“Do you love me?… Tend my sheep” (Jn 21:15-17). Jesus’ words to Peter in to-
day’s Gospel are the first words I speak to you, dear brother bishops and priests, 
men and women religious, and young

seminarians. These words remind us of  something essential. All pastoral minis-
try is born of  love. All
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consecrated life is a sign of  Christ’s reconciling love. Like Saint Therese, in the 
variety of  our vocations, each of  us is called, in some way, to be love in the heart 
of  the Church.

I greet all of  you with great affection. And I ask you to bring my affection to all 
your elderly and

infirm brothers and sisters, and to all those who cannot join us today. As the 
Church in the Philippines

looks to the fifth centenary of  its evangelization, we feel gratitude for the legacy 
left by so many bishops, priests and religious of  past generations. They labored not 
only to preach the Gospel and build up the Church in this country, but also to 
forge a society inspired by the Gospel message of  charity, forgiveness and solidarity 
in the service of  the common good. Today you carry on that work of  love. Like 
them, you are called to build bridges, to pasture Christ’s flock, and to prepare 
fresh paths for the Gospel in Asia at the dawn of  a new age.

“The love of  Christ impels us” (2 Cor 5:14). In today’s first reading Saint Paul 
tells us that the

love we are called to proclaim is a reconciling love, flowing from the heart of  
the crucified Savior. We

are called to be “ambassadors for Christ” (2 Cor 5:20). Ours is a ministry of  
reconciliation. We proclaim the Good News of  God’s infinite love, mercy and com-
passion. We proclaim the joy of  the Gospel. For the Gospel is the promise of  
God’s grace, which alone can bring wholeness and healing to our broken world. It 
can inspire the building of  a truly just and redeemed social order.

To be an ambassador for Christ means above all to invite everyone to a re-
newed personal
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encounter with the Lord Jesus (Evangelii Gaudium, 3). This invitation must be 
at the core of  your

commemoration of  the evangelization of  the Philippines. But the Gospel is also 
a summons to

conversion, to an examination of  our consciences, as individuals and as a peo-
ple. As the Bishops of  the Philippines have rightly taught, the Church in the Philip-
pines is called to acknowledge and combat the causes of  the deeply rooted inequal-
ity and injustice which mar the face of  Filipino society, plainly

contradicting the teaching of  Christ. The Gospel calls individual Christians to 
live lives of  honesty,

integrity and concern for the common good. But it also calls Christian commu-
nities to create “circles of

integrity”, networks of  solidarity which can expand to embrace and transform 
society by their prophetic

witness.

As ambassadors for Christ, we, bishops, priests and religious, ought to be the 
first to welcome his

reconciling grace into our hearts. Saint Paul makes clear what this means. It 
means rejecting worldly

perspectives and seeing all things anew in the light of  Christ. It means being 
the first to examine our

consciences, to acknowledge our failings and sins, and to embrace the path of  
constant conversion. How can we proclaim the newness and liberating power of  
the Cross to others, if  we ourselves refuse to allow the word of  God to shake our 
complacency, our fear of  change, our petty compromises with the ways of  this 
world, our “spiritual worldliness” (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 93)?

9



For us priests and consecrated persons, conversion to the newness of  the Gos-
pel entails a daily

encounter with the Lord in prayer. The saints teach us that this is the source of  
all apostolic zeal! For

religious, living the newness of  the Gospel also means finding ever anew in com-
munity life and

community apostolates the incentive for an ever closer union with the Lord in 
perfect charity. For all of

us, it means living lives that reflect the poverty of  Christ, whose entire life was 
focused on doing the will of  the Father and serving others. The great danger to 
this, of  course, is a certain materialism which can creep into our lives and compro-
mise the witness we offer. Only by becoming poor ourselves, by stripping away our 
complacency, will we be able to identify with the least of  our brothers and sisters. 
We will see things in a new light and thus respond with honesty and integrity to 
the challenge of  proclaiming the radicalism of  the Gospel in a society which has 
grown comfortable with social exclusion, polarization and scandalous inequality.

Here I would like to address a special word to the young priests, religious and 
seminarians among

us. I ask you to share the joy and enthusiasm of  your love for Christ and the 
Church with everyone, but especially with your peers. Be present to young people 
who may be confused and despondent, yet continue to see the Church as their 
friend on the journey and a source of  hope.

Be present to those who, living in the midst of  a society burdened by poverty 
and corruption, are

broken in spirit, tempted to give up, to leave school and to live on the streets. 
Proclaim the beauty and
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truth of  the Christian message to a society which is tempted by confusing pres-
entations of  sexuality,

marriage and the family. As you know, these realities are increasingly under at-
tack from powerful forces which threaten to disfigure God’s plan for creation and 
betray the very values which have inspired and shaped all that is best in your cul-
ture.

Filipino culture has, in fact, been shaped by the imagination of  faith. Filipinos 
everywhere are

known for their love of  God, their fervent piety and their warm devotion to 
Our Lady and her rosary.

This great heritage contains a powerful missionary potential. It is the way in 
which your people has

inculturated the Gospel and continues to embrace its message (cf. Evangelii 
Gaudium, 122). In your

efforts to prepare for the fifth centenary, build on this solid foundation.

Christ died for all so that, having died in him, we might live no longer for our-
selves but for him

(cf. 2 Cor 5:15). Dear brother bishops, priests and religious: I ask Mary, Mother 
of  the Church, to obtain for all of  you an outpouring of  zeal, so that you may 
spend yourselves in selfless service to our brothers and sisters. In this way, may the 
reconciling love of  Christ penetrate ever more fully into the fabric of  Filipino soci-
ety and, through you, to the farthest reaches of  the world. (END)
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C H A P T E R  3

Pope Francis' speech at the Encounter 
with the Families

Dear Families,

Dear Friends in Christ,

I am grateful for your presence here this evening and for the witness of   your 
love for Jesus and his Church.
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I thank Bishop Reyes, chairman of  the Bishops’ Commission on Family and 
 Life, for his words of  welcome on your behalf.

 

And, in a special way, I thank those who have presented testimonies and have 
shared their life of  faith with us.

 

The Church in the Philippines is blessed with the apostolate of  many move-
ments dedicated to the family and I thank them for their witness.

 

The Scriptures seldom speak of  Saint Joseph, but when they do, we often find 
him resting, as an angel reveals God’s will to him in his dreams.

 

In the Gospel passage we have just heard, we find Joseph resting not once, but 
twice.

 

This evening I would like to rest in the Lord with all of  you. I mean to rest in 
the Lord with the families as I remember my family.

 

My mother, my father. My grandfather, grandmother... Today, I rest with you 
and I would like to reflect with you on the gift of  the family.

 

But first, I would like to say something about the dream, but my English is so 
poor.

 

If  you'll allow me, I'll ask [inaudible] to translate, and I'll speak in Spanish.
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I like this idea of  dreaming in a family. Every mother and father dreams of  
 their son or daughter in the womb during nine months. Is it true or not? To 
dream how your daughter or son will be. It is not possible to have a family without 
such a dream.

 

When you lose this capacity to dream, you lose the capacity to love, and this en-
ergy to love is lost.

 

I recommend that at night, when you examine your consciences, ask yourself: 
 Today, did I dream about my sons and daughters? Did I dream about the love of  
my husband or my wife? Did I dream about my parents? My family?

 

It is so important to dream and to dream in the family. Please, don't lose this 
ability to dream in this way.

 

And how many solutions are found to family problems if  we take time to re-
flect. If  we think of  our husband or wife, and we dream about the good qualities 
that they have.

 

Don't ever lose the illusion of  when you were boyfriend and girlfriend.

 

Joseph’s rest revealed God’s will to him. In this moment of  rest in the Lord, as 
we pause from our many daily obligations and activities, God is also speaking to 
us.

 

He speaks to us in the reading we have just heard, in our prayer and  witness, 
and in the quiet of  our hearts.
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Let us reflect on what the Lord is saying to us, especially in this evening’s Gos-
pel. There are three aspects of  this passage which I would ask you to consider: rest-
ing in the Lord, rising with Jesus and Mary, and being a prophetic voice.

 

Rest is so necessary for the health of  our minds and bodies, and often so diffi-
cult to achieve due to the many demands placed on us. But rest is also essential for 
our spiritual health, so that we can hear God’s voice and understand what he asks 
of  us.

 

Joseph was chosen by God to be the foster father of  Jesus and the husband of  
Mary. As Christians, you too are called, like Joseph, to make a home for Jesus.

 

You make a home for him in your hearts, your families, your parishes and your 
communities.

 

To hear and accept God’s call, to make a home for Jesus, you must be able to 
rest in the Lord.

 

You must make time each day for prayer. Prayer is resting in God.

 

But you may say to me: Holy Father, I want to pray, but there is so much work 
to do! Yes. I must care for my children; I have chores in the home; I am too tired 
even to sleep well.

 

This may be true, but if  we do not pray, we will not know the most important 
thing of  all: God’s will for us.
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And for all our activity, our busy-ness, without prayer we will accomplish very 
little.

 

Resting in prayer is especially important for families. It is in the family that we 
first learn how to pray. And don't forget: When the family prays together, [it] re-
mains together. 

 

There we come to know God, to grow into men and women of  faith, to see our-
selves as members of  God’s greater family, the Church.

 

In the family we learn how to love, how to forgive, how to be generous and 
open, not closed and selfish. We learn to move beyond our own needs, to encoun-
ter others and share our lives with them.

 

That is why it is so important to pray as a family! That is why families are so im-
portant in God’s plan for the Church!

 

Resting in the Lord through prayer. Pray together in the family. 

 

I would also like to say something very personal to you this evening. I like Saint 
Joseph very much. He was a strong man of  silence. And on my desk, I have an im-
age of  Saint Joseph sleeping. Sleeping, he looks after the Church.

Yes. He can do it. We know.
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When I have a problem or a difficulty, I write on a piece of  paper and I put it 
underneath his statue. So that he can dream about it. This means "Please pray, 
Saint Joseph, for this problem."

 

The second aspect: Rising with Jesus and Mary. Those precious moments of  re-
pose, of  resting with the Lord in prayer, are moments we might wish to prolong.

 

But like Saint Joseph, once we have heard God’s voice, we must rise from our 
slumber; we must get up and act. In the family, we must get up and act.

 

Faith does not remove us from the world, but draws us more deeply into it. It's 
very important. We must go deeply in the world, but with the force of  prayer. 
Each of  us, in fact, has a special role in preparing for the coming of  God’s king-
dom in our world.

 

Just as the gift of  the Holy Family was entrusted to Saint Joseph, so the gift of  
the family and its place in God’s plan is entrusted to us.

 

The same with Saint Joseph. The gift of  the Holy Family was given so it could 
be taken forward. I'm also a son of  a family. And to you, all of  you, we are given a 
plan of  God to take forward.

 

The angel of  the Lord revealed to Joseph the dangers which threatened Jesus 
and Mary, forcing them to flee to Egypt and then to settle in Nazareth.

 

So too, in our time, God calls upon us to recognize the dangers threatening our 
own families and to protect them from harm.
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Be attentive. Be attentive with new ideological colonizations. There is a coloni-
zation, an ideological colonization that we have to be careful of...that tries to de-
stroy the family.

 

It's not born of  the dream that we have with God from prayer and the mission 
that God gives up. It comes from outside, and that's why I say it's colonization.

 

Let us not lose the freedom that the mission — to take that mission forward — 
that God has given us.

 

And just as our peoples were able to say 'no' to the period of  colonization, as 
families we have to be very wise and very strong, with fortitude, to say 'no' to these 
initiatives of  colonization that could destroy the family.

 

And to ask the intercession of  Saint Joseph to know when to say 'yes', and when 
to say 'no'. 

 

The pressures on family life today are many. Here in the Philippines, countless 
families are still suffering from the effects of  natural  disasters.

 

The economic situation has caused families to be separated by migration and 
the search for employment, and financial problems strain many households.

 

While all too many people live in dire poverty, others are caught up in material-
ism and lifestyles which are destructive of  family life and the most basic demands 
of  Christian morality. Those are the ideological colonizations.
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The family is also threatened by growing efforts on the part of  some to redefine 
the very institution of  marriage, by relativism, by the culture of  the ephemeral, by 
a lack of  openness to life.

 

I think of  Blessed Paul VI in a moment on the challenge of  that growth of  
populations, he had the strength to defend openness to life. 

 

He knew the difficulties that families experience, and that's why in his encycli-
cal, he expressed compassion for particular cases. And he taught professors to be 
particularly compasisonate with particular cases.

 

But he went further. He went to the peoples beyond. He saw the lack and the 
problem it could cause families in the future.

 

Paul VI was courageous. He was a good pastor and he warned his sheep of  the 
wolves that were approaching. And from the heavens, he blesses us today.

Our world needs good and strong families to overcome these threats! The  Phil-
ippines needs holy and loving families to protect the beauty and truth of  the fam-
ily in God’s plan and to be a support and example for other families.

 

Every threat to the family is a threat to society itself. The future of  humanity, as 
Saint John Paul II often said, passes through the family. The future passes through 
the family.
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So protect your families! Protect your families. See in them your country’s great-
est treasure and nourish them always by prayer and the grace of  the sacraments.

 

Families will always have their trials, but may you never add to them! 

 

Instead, be living examples of  love, forgiveness, and care.

 

Be sanctuaries of  respect for life, proclaiming the sacredness of  every human 
life from conception to natural death.

 

What a gift this would be to society, if  every Christian family lived fully its no-
ble vocation! So rise with Jesus and Mary, and set out on the path the Lord traces 
for each of  you.

 

Finally, the Gospel we have heard reminds us of  our Christian duty to be pro-
phetic voices in the midst of  our communities. Joseph listened to the angel of  the 
Lord and responded to God’s call to care for Jesus and Mary.

 

In this way, he played his part in God’s plan, and became a blessing not only 
for the Holy Family, but a blessing for all of  humanity.

 

With Mary, Joseph served as a model for the boy Jesus as he grew in wisdom, 
age, and grace.

 

When families bring children into the world, train them in faith and sound 
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values, and teach them to contribute to society, they become a blessing in our 
world.

 

Family can begin a blessing to the world.

 

God’s love becomes present and active by the way of  love and by the good 
works that we do.

 

We extend Christ’s kingdom in this world. And in doing this, we prove faithful 
to the prophetic mission which we have received in baptism.

 

During this year which your bishops have set aside as the Year of  the Poor, I 
would ask you, as families, to be especially mindful of  our call to be missionary dis-
ciples of  Jesus.

 

This means being ready to go beyond your homes and to care for our brothers 
and sisters who are most in need.

 

I ask you especially to show concern for those who do not have a family of  
their own. In particular, those who are elderly and children without parents. 

 

Never let them feel isolated, alone and abandoned, but help them to know that 
God has not forgotten them.

 

I was very moved after the mass today when I visited that shelter, that home for 
children who have no parents. How many people in the Church so that house is a 
home or family?
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This is what it means to take forward prophetically the meaning of  a family.

 

You may be poor yourselves in material ways, but you have an abundance of  
gifts to offer when you offer Christ and the community of  his Church.

 

Do not hide your faith. Do not hide Jesus, but carry him into the world and of-
fer the witness of  your family life!

 

Dear friends in Christ, know that I pray for you always! I pray for you today, 
for the family.

 

I pray that the Lord may continue to deepen your love for him, and that this 
love may manifest itself  in your love for one another and for the Church.

 

Don't forget Jesus, Philippines. Don't forget Joseph, Philippines. Jesus slept un-
der the protection of  Joseph. Don't forget prayer for the fmaily.

 

Pray often and take the fruits of  your prayer into the world, that all may know 
Jesus Christ and his merciful love.

 

Please sleep also for me. Pray for me. Pray also for me, for I truly need your 
prayers and will depend on them always!

 

Thank you very much.
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C H A P T E R  4

Pope Francis’ undelivered speech before 
Yolanda survivors in Palo 

Below is Pope Francis’ prepared speech for his meeting with priests, religious peo-
ple, seminarians and families of  survivors of  super typhoon Yolanda at the Palo 
Cathedral. The Vatican Press Office said that while the speech was left undeliv-
ered as the Pope had to leave Leyte much earlier than scheduled, it could be re-
ferred to by the public and the media:
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

 

I greet all of  you with great affection in the Lord. I am happy that we are able 
to meet in this Cathedral of  the Transfiguration of  the Lord. This house of  
prayer, along with many others, has been repaired thanks to the remarkable gener-
osity of  many people. It stands as an eloquent sign of  the immense effort of  re-
building which you and your neighbors have undertaken in the wake of  the devas-
tation caused by Typhoon Yolanda. It is also a concrete reminder to all of  us that, 
even amid disaster and suffering, our God is constantly at work, making all things 
new.

 

Many of  you have suffered greatly, not only from the destruction caused by the 
storm, but from the loss of  family members and friends. Today let us commend to 
God’s mercy all those who have died, and invoke his consolation and peace upon 
all who still grieve. May we remember in a particular way those among us whose 
pain makes it hard to see the way forward. At the same time, let us thank the Lord 
for all those who have labored in these months to clear away the rubble, to visit the 
sick and dying, to comfort the grieving and to bury the dead. Their goodness, and 
the generous aid which came from so many people throughout the world, are a 
real sign that God never abandons us!

 

Here, in a special way, I would like to thank the many priests and religious who 
responded with such overwhelming generosity to the desperate needs of  the peo-
ple of  the areas hardest hit. By your presence and your charity, you bore witness to 
the beauty and truth of  the Gospel. You made the Church present as a source of  
hope, healing and mercy. Together with so many of  your neighbors, you also dem-
onstrated the deep faith and the resilience of  the Filipino people. The many stories 
of  goodness and self-sacrifice which emerged from these dark days need to be re-
membered and passed down for future generations.
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A few moments ago, I blessed the new Center for the Poor, which stands as an-
other sign of  the Church’s care and concern for our brothers and sisters in need. 
How many they are! And how much our Lord loves them! Today, from this place 
which has known such profound suffering and human need, I ask that even more 
be done for the poor. Above all, I ask that the poor throughout this country be 
treated fairly – that their dignity be respected, that political and economic policies 
be just and inclusive, that opportunities for employment and education be devel-
oped, and that obstacles to the delivery of  social services be removed. Our treat-
ment of  the poor is the criterion on which each of  us will be judged (cf. Mt 25:40, 
45). I ask all of  you, and all responsible for the good of  society, to renew your com-
mitment to social justice and the betterment of  the poor, both here and in the Phil-
ippines as a whole.

 

Finally, I would like to say a word of  sincere thanks to the young people pre-
sent, including the seminarians and young religious. Many of  you showed heroic 
generosity in the aftermath of  the typhoon. I hope that you will always realize that 
true happiness comes from helping others, giving ourselves to them in self-
sacrifice, mercy and compassion. In this way you will be a powerful force for the 
renewal of  society, not only in the work of  restoring buildings but more impor-
tantly, in building up God’s kingdom of  holiness, justice and peace in your native 
land.

 

Dear priests and religious, dear families and friends, in this Cathedral of  the 
Transfiguration of  the Lord let us ask that our lives continue to be sustained and 
transfigured by the power of  his resurrection. I commend all of  you to the loving 
protection of  Mary, Mother of  the Church. May she obtain for you, and for all the 
beloved people of  these lands, the Lord’s blessings of  comfort, joy and peace. God 
bless you all!
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C H A P T E R  5

Pope Francis’ homily in Tacloban Mass

If  you allow me, I prefer today to speak in Spanish. I have a translator, a good 
translator. May I do that? Thank you very much.

We have a high priest who is capable of  symphatizing with our weaknesses but 
one who is similarly been tested in every way yet without sin. Jesus is like us. Jesus 
lived like us. Jesus is the same with us in every respect except sin. Because Jesus 
was not a sinner.
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But to be more like us, He assumed our condition and our sin. He made him-
self  unto sin. This is what Saint Paul tells us. Jesus always goes before us. And 
when we pass and experience a cross, He passed there before us.

 

And if  today we find ourselves 14 months after, 14 months precisely after the 
typhoon Yolanda hit, it is because we have the security of  knowing that we are not 
going to weaken in our faith, because Jesus has been there before us. In His pas-
sion, He assumed all our pain.

 

I’d like to tell you something close to my heart.

 

When I saw from Rome the catastrophe, I felt that I had to be here and on 
those very days I decided to come here.

 

I am here to be with you. A little bit late, I have to say, but I am here.

 

I come to tell you that Jesus is Lord and He never lets us down.

 

Father, you might say to me, I was let down because I have lost so many things, 
my house, my livelihood. It’s true, if  you would say that, and I respect those senti-
ments, but Jesus there (pointing to the cross), nailed to the cross, and from there, 
He does not let us down.

 

He was consecrated as Lord, on that throne and there He experienced all ca-
lamities that we experienced. Jesus is Lord and the Lord from the cross is there for 
you.
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Therefore, He is capable of  understanding us, as we heard in the first reading. 
In everything, the same as us.

 

That is why we have a Lord who is capable of  crying with us, capable of  walk-
ing with us, in the most difficult moments of  life.

 

So many of  you have lost everything. I don’t know what to say to you. But the 
Lord does know what to say to you. Some of  you have lost part of  your families. 
All I can do is keep silent. And I walk with you all with my silent heart. Many of  
you have asked the Lord, why Lord?

 

And to each of  you, to your heart, Christ responds from His heart upon the 
cross.

 

I have no more words to tell you, let us look to Christ, He is the Lord. He un-
derstands us because He underwent all the trials that we, that you, have experi-
enced. And beside the cross was His mother. We are like this little child, just there.

 

In the moments when we have so much pain, when we no longer understand 
anything, all we can do is grab hold of  her hand firmly. And say, Mom, as a child 
does to a mother, when he or she feels fear.

 

It is perhaps the only word we can say in such difficult times, Mother, Mom.

 

Let us together hold a moment of  silence, let us look to that Christ on the cross. 
He understands us because He endured everything. Let us look to our mother, and 
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like that little child, let us grab hold of  her mantle, and with a true heart, say, 
mother.

 

In silence, let us say this prayer, say it to the mother, what you feel in your 
heart.

 

(Silence)

 

Let us know that we have Mother Mary and our great brother Jesus, we are not 
alone. We also have many brothers who in this moment of  catastrophe came to 
help you, and we too, because of  this we feel more brothers and sisters, because 
we helped each other.

 

This is what comes from my heart and forgive me if  I have no other words to 
express this: But please know, Jesus never lets you down. Please know that the love 
and tenderness of  Mother Mary never lets you down.

 

And holding on to her mantle and with the power that comes from Jesus love 
on the cross, let us move forward, always forward, and walk together as brothers 
and sisters in the Lord forward.

 

Thank you very much.
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C H A P T E R  6

Pope Francis' undelivered address to 
young people at UST

Dear Young Friends,

 

It is a joy for me to be with you this morning. I greet each of  you from the 
heart, and I thank all those who made this meeting possible. During my visit to the 
Philippines, I wanted in a particular way to meet with young people, to listen to 
you and to talk with you. I want to express the love and the hopes of  the Church 
for you. And I want to encourage you, as Christian citizens of  this country, to offer 
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yourselves passionately and honestly to the great work of  renewing your society 
and helping to build a better world.

 

In a special way, I thank the young people who have offered words of  welcome 
to me. They have expressed eloquently, in your name, your concerns and worries, 
your faith and your hopes. They have spoken of  the difficulties and the expecta-
tions of  the young. Although I cannot respond to each of  these issues at length, I 
know that, together with your pastors and among yourselves, you will prayerfully 
consider them and make concrete proposals for action in your lives.

 

Today I would like to suggest three key areas where you have a significant con-
tribution to make to the life of  your country. The first of  these is the challenge of  
integrity. The word “challenge” can be understood in two ways. First, it can be un-
derstood negatively, as a temptation to act against your moral convictions, what 
you know to be true, good and right. Our integrity can be challenged by selfish in-
terest, greed, dishonesty, or the willingness to use other people.

 

But the word “challenge” can be also understood positively. It can be seen as in-
vitation to courage, a summons to bear prophetic witness to what you believe and 
hold sacred. In this sense, the challenge of  integrity is something which you have 
to face now, at this time in your lives. It is not something you can put off  until you 
are older or have greater responsibilities. Even now you are challenged to act with 
honesty and fairness in your dealings with others, young and old alike. Do not 
avoid the challenge! One of  the greatest challenges young people face is learning 
to love. To love means to take a risk: the risk of  rejection, the risk of  being taken 
advantage of, or worse, of  taking advantage of  another. Do not be afraid to love! 
But in love, too, maintain your integrity! Here too, be honest and fair!

 

In the reading we have just heard, Paul tells Timothy: “Let no one have con-
tempt for your youth, but set an example for those who believe, in speech, con-
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duct, love, faith, and purity” (1 Tim 4:12). You are called, then, to set a good exam-
ple, an example of  integrity. Naturally, in doing this, you will encounter opposi-
tion, negativity, discouragement, and even ridicule. But you have received a gift 
which enables you to rise above those difficulties. It is the gift of  the Holy Spirit. If  
you nurture this gift by daily prayer and draw strength from sharing in the Eucha-
rist, you will be able to achieve that moral greatness to which Jesus calls you. You 
will also be a compass for those of  your friends who are struggling. I think espe-
cially of  those young people who are tempted to lose hope, to abandon their high 
ideals, to drop out of  school, or to live from day to day on the streets.

 

So it is essential not to lose your integrity! Not to compromise your ideals! Not 
to give in to temptations against goodness, holiness, courage and purity! Rise to 
the challenge! With Christ, you will be – indeed you already are! – the architects 
of  a renewed and more just Filipino culture.

 

A second key area where you are called to make a contribution is in showing 
concern for the environment. This is not only because this country, more than 
many others, is likely to be seriously affected by climate change. You are called to 
care for creation not only as responsible citizens, but also as followers of  Christ! Re-
spect for the environment means more than simply using cleaner products or recy-
cling what we use. These are important aspects, but not enough. We need to see, 
with the eyes of  faith, the beauty of  God’s saving plan, the link between the natu-
ral environment and the dignity of  the human person. Men and women are made 
in the image and likeness of  God, and given dominion over creation (cf. Gen 
1:26-28). As stewards of  God’s creation, we are called to make the earth a beauti-
ful garden for the human family. When we destroy our forests, ravage our soil and 
pollute our seas, we betray that noble calling.

 

Three months ago, your Bishops addressed these issues in a prophetic Pastoral 
Letter. They asked everyone to think about the moral dimension of  our activities 
and lifestyles, our consumption and our use of  the earth’s resources. Today I ask 
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you to do this in the context of  your own lives and your commitment to the build-
ing up of  Christ’s kingdom. Dear young people, the just use and stewardship of  
the earth’s resources is an urgent task, and you have an important contribution to 
make. You are the future of  the Philippines. Be concerned about what is happen-
ing to your beautiful land!

 

A final area in which you can make a contribution is one dear to all of  us. It is 
care for the poor. We are Christians. We are members of  God’s family. No matter 
how much or how little we have individually, each one of  us is called to personally 
reach out and serve our brothers and sisters in need. There is always someone 
near us who is in need, materially, emotionally, spiritually. The greatest gift we can 
give to them is our friendship, our concern, our tenderness, our love for Jesus. To 
receive Jesus is to have everything; to give him is to give the greatest gift of  all.

 

Many of  you know what it is to be poor. But many of  you have also experi-
enced something of  the blessedness that Jesus promised to “the poor in spirit” (cf. 
Mt 5:3). Here I would say a word of  encouragement and gratitude to those of  you 
who choose to follow our Lord in his poverty through a vocation to the priesthood 
and the religious life; by drawing on that poverty you will enrich many. But to all 
of  you, especially those who can do more and give more, I ask: Please, do more! 
Please, give more! When you give of  your time, your talents and your resources to 
the many people who struggle and who live on the margins, you make a differ-
ence. It is a difference that is so desperately needed, and one for which you will be 
richly rewarded by the Lord. For, as he has said: “you will have treasure in heaven” 
(Mk 10:21).

 

Twenty years ago, in this very place, Saint John Paul II said that the world 
needs “a new kind of  young person” – one committed to the highest ideals and ea-
ger to build the civilization of  love. Be those young persons! Never lose your ideal-
ism! Be joyful witnesses to God’s love and the beautiful plan he has for us, for this 
country and for the world in which we live. Please pray for me. God bless you all!
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C H A P T E R  7

Pope Francis' message to young people 
at UST

Dear Young Friends,

 

When I spoke spontaneously, speak, I do it in Spanish. No? Because, I don’t 
know English language. May I do it? 

 

[Crowd: Yes!] 
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Thank you very much!

 

He is Fr. Mark, a good translator. 

 

There is a sad news today. Yesterday as mass was about to start, a piece of  scaf-
folding fell. And upon falling, it hit a young woman who was working in the area 
and she died. Her name is Kristel. She works for the organization and preparation 
for that very mass, and was 27 years old; young like yourselves. She worked for 
those Catholic Relief  Services, a volunteer worker. 

 

I would like all of  you, young like her, to pray for a moment in silence with me, 
and then we pray to Mama, Our Lady, in heaven.

 

Let us pray.

 

[Hail Mary...]

 

Let us also pray for her parents. She was the only daughter. Her mom is com-
ing from Hong Kong, and her father has come to Manila to wait.

 

[Our Father...]

 

It is a joy for me to be with you this morning. I greet each of  you from the 
heart, and I thank all those who made this meeting possible. During my visit to the 
Philippines, I wanted in a particular way to meet with young people, to listen to 
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you and to talk with you. I want to express the love and the hopes of  the Church 
for you. And I want to encourage you, as Christian citizens of  this country, to offer 
yourselves passionately and honestly to the great work of  renewing your society 
and helping to build a better world.

 

In a special way, I thank the young people who have offered words of  welcome 
to me. To Jun and Leandro and Ricky, thank you very much.

 

And only a very small representation of  females among you. Too little, eh?

 

Women have much to tell us in today’s society. Sometimes we’re too machistas, 
and we don’t allow room for the woman.

 

But women are capable of  seeing things from a different angle from  us, a differ-
ent eye. Women are able to pose questions that we men are not able to under-
stand. Look out for this fact today. She, Glazelle, is the only one who has put a 
question for which there is no answer, and it she wasn’t even able to express it in 
words, but rather in tears.

 

So when the next pope comes, please, more girls, women, among the number. I 
thank you, Jun, that you’ve expressed yourself  so bravely. The nucleus of  your 
question as I said, also almost does not have a reply. 

 

Only when we too, can cry about the things that you said, can we come close to 
replying to that question. Why do children suffer so much? Why do children suf-
fer? 
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When the heart is able to ask itself  and cry, then we can understand something. 
There is a worldly compassion, which is useless. You spoke something of  this. It’s a 
compassion, moreover leads us to put hand in the pocket to give something, to the 
poor. If  Christ had had that kind of  that compassion, he would have walked by, 
just greeted three people, giving them something and moved on, But it’s only 
when Christ cried and was able to cry that he understood our lives. 

 

Dear boys, girls, young people, today’s world has a lack of  capacity of  knowing 
how to cry. The marginated people, we, those that are left to one side, are crying, 
those that are discarded, those are crying. 

 

But we don’t understand much about these people with these necessities. 

 

Certain realities in life we only see through eyes that are cleansed with tears. I 
invite each one here to ask yourselves, have I learned how to weep, to cry?

 

Have I learned how to weep for somebody who is left to one side, have I 
learned how to weep for somebody who has a drug problem, have I learned how 
to weep for somebody who has suffered abuse?

 

Unfortunately, there are those who cry because they want something else. This 
is the first thing I would like to say: Let us learn how to weep, as she has shown us 
today. Let us not forget this lesson, the great question of  why so many children suf-
fer, she did this crying, and the response we can make today is, let us learn, really 
learn, how to really weep, how to cry. 

 

Jesus in the Gospel, He cried, He cried for His dead friend, He cried in his 
heart, for the family that had lost its child, He cried when He saw the poor widow 
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having to bury her son. He was moved to tears, to compassion, when He saw the 
multitudes of  crowds without a pastor

 

If  you don’t learn how to cry, you won’t learn how to be good Christians. This 
is a challenge. 

 

Jun and Glyzelle have posed this challenge to us today, and when they post this 
question to us, of  why children suffer, why this tragedy occurs in life, our response 
must either be silence or words that is borne of  our tears. 

 

Be courageous, please don’t be frightened of  crying. 

 

Then came Leandro Santos II and his questions. 

 

He also posed good questions: the world of  information. Today, with so many 
means of  communications, we are overloaded with information. Is that bad? Not 
necessarily. 

 

It is good and it can help. But there is a real danger of  living in a way of  accu-
mulating information. We have so much information. But maybe we don’t know 
what to do with that information. We run the risk of  becoming museums of  young 
people that have everything but without knowing what to do with them. We don’t 
need youth museums but we do need holy young people. 

 

You might ask me, Father, how do we become saints? This is another challenge, 
it is a challenge of  love., which is the most important subject you have to learn in 
university. What is the most important subject you have to learn in life? To learn 
how to love. And this is the great challenge life offers you, to learn how to love. 

38



And not just acquiring information without knowing what to do with it, but 
through that love, that that information bear fruit. 

 

And for this the Gospel gives us a serene way to move forwards. To use three 
languages, of  the mind, of  the heart and of  your hands, and the three  to use 
them in harmony, what you think you must feel and put into effect, your informa-
tion comes down to your heart and you realize it in real work. And this harmoni-
ously. Think what you feel and what you do. Feel what you think and what you do. 
Do what you think, and what you feel. The three languages. 

 

Can you repeat this? To think, to feel and to do. To think, to feel and to do.

 

[asks crowd to repeat]

 

To think, to feel and to do.

 

And all that, harmoniously.

 

Real love is about loving and letting ourselves be loved. Let yourselves to be 
loved, that is why it’s so difficult to come to perfect love to God, because we can 
love Him, but it’s also very important to let yourselves be loved by Him. Real love, 
opening ourselves to the love that wants to you, which causes a surprise in us.

 

If  you only have information, then the element of  surprise is gone.

 

Love opens you to surprise and is a surprise, because it presupposes dialogue be-
tween the two, of  loving and being loved. And we say that God is a God of  sur-
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prises, because he always loved us first, and he awaits us with surprise. God sur-
prises us. Let us allow ourselves to be surprised by God.

 

Let us not have the psychology of  a computer to think that we know it all. All 
the responses on a computer screen but no real surprise, and the challenge of  love, 
God reveals himself  through surprises. Let’s think of  St. Matthew, he was a good 
financier and he let people down, because he imposed taxes on his own citizens, 
the Jews to give to the Romans, full of  money, and charged taxes. 

 

But Jesus looks at him and says, follow Me. He couldn’t believe it. 

 

If  you have time, go and see the picture that Caravaggio painted about the 
story. Jesus called him and those around him said, “This one? He has betrayed, 
he’s no good. And he holds money to himself !” But the surprise of  being loved, 
overcomes him. It is this way. 

 

The day when Matthew left his home, said goodbye to his wife, he never 
thought he was going to come back without money, and worry and concerned 
about how to have such a big feast—to prepare that feast for Him who have loved 
him first, who had surprised Matthew. It’s something very special, more important 
than the money that Matthew had. 

 

Allow yourselves to be surprised by God and don’t be frightened of  surprises. 
They shake the ground from underneath your feet and they make us unsure, but 
they move us forward in the right direction.

 

Real love leads you to spend yourselves in love, to leave your pockets open and 
empty. St. Francis died with his pockets empty, but with a very full heart. So, no 
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young museums, wise young people. To be wise, use the three languages, to think 
well, feel well and do well. And to be wise, allow yourselves to be surprised by the 
love of  God, and that’s a good life. Thank you. 

 

He who came with a good plan was Rikki, to see how he can go in life. With all 
the activities, the multiple facets that accompany young people, thank you, Rikki. 
Thank you for what you do and your friends. I’d like to ask you, Rikki, a question: 
You and your friends are going to give help, but do you allow yourselves to re-
ceive? Rikki, answer in your heart.

 

In the gospel we just heard, the beautiful phrase for me, which is the most im-
portant of  all… “He looked at the young man, and He loved him. When you see 
young group of  friends, Rikki and his friends, who love so much because they do 
things that are really good. But the most important phrase that Jesus says, “You 
lack one thing.” Let us listen to these words in silence: “You lack only one thing. 
You lack only one thing…” 

 

[Repeat] With us: “You lack only one thing. You lack only one thing.”

 

What is it that I lack? 

 

To all who Jesus loved so much, I ask you, do you allow others to give you, from 
their riches, to you that don’t have those riches? Sad to see that doctors of  the law, 
in the time of  Jesus, gave much to the people. Law? They taught them. But they 
never allowed the people to give them something. 

 

Jesus had to come to allow Himself  to feel compassion, to be loved. How many 
young people among you are there like this? You know how to give and yet you 
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haven’t yet learned how to receive. You lack only one thing: Become a beggar—to 
become a beggar. 

 

This is what you lack, to learn how to beg, and to those to whom we give. This 
isn’t easy to understand: To learn how to beg. To learn how to receive with humil-
ity. To learn to be evangelized by the poor, those that we help, those infirm, or-
phans, they have so much to offer us. 

 

"Have I learned to beg also for that? Or do I feel self  sufficient and I’m only go-
ing to offer something and think that you have no need of  anything?"

 

Do you know that you, too, are poor? Do you know your poverty and the need 
that you receive? Do you let yourselves be evangelized by those you serve? Let 
them give to you?

 

And this is what helps you mature in your commitment to give to others, to 
learn how to offer out your hand, from your very own poverty. 

 

There are some points that I have prepared, to learn how to love, and to learn 
how to be loved. There is a challenge of  integrity.

 

This is not only because your country, more than many others, is likely to be se-
riously affected by climate change. It is a challenge to [have] concern for the envi-
ronment. And finally, the challenge for the poor—] to love the poor, with the bish-
ops, to ask in a very special way, for the poor. 
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Do you think with the poor? Do you feel with the poor? Do you do something 
for the poor? Do you ask the poor that they might give you the wisdom that they 
have? 

 

This is what I wish to tell you all today. Sorry, I haven’t read what I prepared 
for you, but I’m consoled. Reality is superior to ideas. And the reality that you all 
have is superior to the paper in front of  me. Thank you very much. Thank you.
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C H A P T E R  8

Pope Francis’ homily in Quirino 
Grandstand mass

“A child is born to us, a son is given us ” (Is 9:5). It is a special joy for me to cele-
brate Santo Niño Sunday with you. The image of  the Holy Child Jesus accompa-
nied the spread of  the Gospel in this country from the beginning. Dressed in the 
robes of  a king, crowned and holding the scepter, the globe and the cross he con-
tinues to remind us of  the link between God’s Kingdom and the mystery of  spiri-
tual childhood. He tells us this in today’s Gospel: “ Whoever does not accept the 
Kingdom of  God like a child will not enter it” (Mk 10 :15). The Santo Niño con-

44



tinues to proclaim to us that the light o f  God’s grace has shone upon a world 
dwelling in darkness, bringing the Good News of  our freedom from slavery, and 
guiding us in the paths o f  peace, right and justice. The Santo Niño also reminds 
us of  our call to spread the reign of  Christ throughout the world. 

 

In these days, throughout my visit, I have listened to you sing the song: “We are 
all God’s children”. That is what the Santo Niño tells us. He reminds us of  our 
deepest identity. All of  us are God’s children, members of  God’s family. Today 
Saint Paul has told us that in Christ we have become God’s adopted children, 
brothers and sisters in Christ. This is who we are. This is our identity. We saw a 
beautiful expression of  this when Filipinos rallied around our brothers and sisters 
affected by the typhoon.

 

The Apostle tells us that because God chose us, we have been richly blessed! 
God “has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens” (Ep h 
1:3). These words have a special resonance in the Philippines, for it is the foremost 
Catholic country in Asia; this is itself  a special gift of  God , a blessing. But it is also 
a vocation. Filipinos are called to be outstanding missionaries of  the faith in Asia.

 

God chose and blessed us for a purpose: to be holy and blameless in his sight. 
He chose us, each of  us to be witnesses of  his truth and his justice in this world. 
He created the world as a beautiful garden and asked us to care for it. But through 
sin, man has disfigured that natural beauty; through sin, man has also destroyed 
the unity and beauty of  our human family, creating social structures which per-
petuate poverty, ignorance and corruption.

 

Sometimes, when we see the troubles, difficulties and wrongs all around us, we 
are tempted to give up. It seems that the promises of  the Gospel do not apply; they 
are unreal. But the Bible tells us that the great threat to God’s plan for us is, and 
always has been, the lie.
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The devil is the father of  lies. Often he hides his snares behind the appearance 
of  sophistication, the allure of  being “modern”, “like everyone else”. He distracts 
us with the promise of  ephemeral pleasures, superficial pastimes. And so we squan-
der our God-given gifts by tinkering with gadgets; we squander our money on gam-
bling and drink; we turn in on ourselves. We forget to remain focused on the 
things that really matter. 

 

We forget to remain, at heart, children of  God. That is sin: to forget at heart 
that we are children of  God. For children, as the Lord tells us, have their own wis-
dom, which is not the wisdom of  the world. That is why the message of  the Santo 
Niño is so important. He speaks powerfully to all of  us. He reminds us of  our deep-
est identity, of  what we are called to be as God’s family.

 

The Santo Niño also reminds us that this identity must be protected. The 
Christ Child is the protector of  this great country. When he came into the world, 
his very life was threatened by a corrupt king. Jesus himself  needed to be pro-
tected. He had an earthly protector: Saint Joseph. He had an earthly family, the 
Holy Family of  Nazareth. So he reminds us of  the importance of  protecting our 
families, and those larger families which are the Church, God’s family, and the 
world, our human family. Sadly, in our day, the family all too often needs to be pro-
tected against insidious attacks and programs contrary to all that we hold true and 
sacred, all that is most beautiful and noble in our culture.  In the Gospel, Jesus wel-
comes children, he embraces them and blesses them (Mk 10:16). We too need to 
protect, guide and encourage our young people, helping them to build a society 
worthy of  their great spiritual and cultural heritage. Specifically, we need to see 
each child as a gift to be welcomed, cherished and protected. And we need to care 
for our young people, not allowing them to be robbed of  hope and condemned to 
life on the streets. 
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It was a frail child, in need of  protection, who brought God’s goodness, mercy 
and justice into the world. He resisted the dishonesty and corruption which are the 
legacy of  sin, and he triumphed over them by the power of  his cross. Now, at the 
end of  my visit to the Philippines, I commend you to Him, to Jesus who came 
among us as a child. May he enable all the beloved people of  this country to work 
together, protecting one another, beginning with your families and communities, in 
building a world of  justice, integrity and peace. May the Santo Niño continue to 
bless the Philippines and to sustain the Christians of  this great nation in their voca-
tion to be witnesses and missionaries of  the joy of  the Gospel, in Asia and in the 
whole world. 

 

And please, don't forget to pray for me! God bless you all! 
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